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Announcing Development of a New Standard 

And Seeking Stakeholder Participation   
 

 

Green Seal’s Standard for Trash Bags and Can Liners (GS-60) 
 

As of September 2021, Green Seal is inviting stakeholders and the public to participate in the development of a 

new environmental leadership standard: The Green Seal Standard for Trash Bags and Can Liners (GS-60).  

 

For this standard, Green Seal will set requirements for trash bags for household use and can liners for use in 

offices, restaurants, and other commercial and institutional settings.  

 

By achieving Green Seal product certification, companies will prove that they have made major improvements 

across the product’s life cycle that result in a significantly smaller environmental footprints compared to 

conventional products. Certified trash bags will provide a simple choice for individuals, families and workplaces 

that are seeking low-impact products.   

 

Join Us to Set the Bar for Environmental Leadership 

Green Seal seeks participation from industry experts, academic researchers, household buyers, and facilities 

managers.  Sign Up Today to get involved and stay updated on this project. 

 

 
Certified Trash Bags Achieve Impact Reductions 
As single-use plastics that we use at home and work each day, this product category presents a prime 

opportunity for greenhouse gas emissions (GHG) reduction, pollution prevention, and verified functional 

performance to assure buyers that the green choice is also a durable and long-lasting choice. 

 

Reducing Emissions of Single-Use Plastic Products 

Numerous studies show that incorporating recycled content into plastic products results in net savings 

of greenhouse gas emissions. One recent lifecycle study estimated savings from 1 ton of recycled 

plastic resin compared to 1 ton of virgin resin: 71 trillion BTUs of energy, equivalent to the annual energy 

use by 750,000 U.S. homes or taking 360,000 cars off the road.   

 

Preventing Plastic Pollution & Driving a Circular Economy 

Plastic pollution is a formidable challenge today, with less than 9% of plastics recycled and millions of 

metric tons entering the ocean each year. With a certification standard, Green Seal can play a role in 

driving demand for recycled plastics, helping to increase the recovery rates of plastic waste and drive 

the circularity of plastic products.   

 

Verifying Performance and Durability  

Historically, the higher the recycled content of a plastic product, the lower the durability and tear 

resistance. For households, cafeterias, daycares, and any building with food or liquid waste, the reliable 

strength and tear resistance of a trash bag is critical for safety and cleanliness. As a certification body, 

Green Seal will play a critical role by verifying that trash bags made from recycled content demonstrate 

effective performance including puncture resistance and ability to hold heavy loads without tearing 

 

 

https://greenseal.org/
https://forms.zohopublic.com/greenseal/form/TrashBagStandardGS60/formperma/B3-HkduFcu-qGshEzHYWsKTUqW8qaT_rHnObdEub0C8
https://plastics.americanchemistry.com/Education-Resources/Publications/Life-Cycle-Inventory-of-Postconsumer-HDPE-and-PET-Recycled-Resin.pdf
https://www.epa.gov/facts-and-figures-about-materials-waste-and-recycling/plastics-material-specific-data
https://science.sciencemag.org/content/369/6510/1455#ref-5
https://science.sciencemag.org/content/369/6510/1455#ref-5
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ADDITIONAL BACKGROUND ON TRASH BAGS & CAN LINERS 

Trash bags and can liners are purchased frequently and used daily in households and institutional and 

commercial buildings. There are no equivalent non-plastic alternatives to trash bags.  

 

• Solid Waste Generated Per Person – The average American generates nearly 5 pounds of municipal 

(non-hazardous) solid waste each day.1 

 

• Household Use of Trash Bags – Approximately half of US households use at least 300 trash bags each 

year.2  

 

• Offices, Schools, and Stores – A New York City office building can use 23,000 can liners per month, 

resulting more than 4,000 pounds of virgin low-density polyethylene (LDPE).  

 

 

More About Green Seal. 

 

Green Seal® is a global nonprofit organization that pioneered the ecolabeling movement with a mission to 

transform the economy for a healthier, greener world.  

 

For 30 years, Green Seal’s rigorous standards for health, 

sustainability and product performance have driven permanent 

shifts in the marketplace, empowering better purchasing 

decisions and rewarding industry innovators. With thousands of 

certified products, services and spaces from the world’s leading 

companies, the Green Seal certification mark is a universal 

symbol that a product or service meets the highest benchmark 

of health and environmental leadership. 

 

 

Learn More About Green Seal’s Standard Development Process  

Green Seal develops standards according to international best practices to define environmental leadership and 

set certification requirements for products. To learn more about this process, visit Green Seal’s website. 

 

Sign Up to Get Involved in Developing This New Standard for Trash Bags & Can Liners (GS-60).  

Green Seal seeks participation from stakeholders in industry, academic researchers, household buyers and 

professional product users.  Sign Up Today to get involved and stay updated on this project. 

 

 
1 https://www.epa.gov/sites/production/files/2021-01/documents/2018_ff_fact_sheet_dec_2020_fnl_508.pdf 
2 https://www.statista.com/statistics/275927/us-households-quantity-of-indoor-garbage-bags-used-within-30-days/ 

https://greenseal.org/
https://greenseal.org/green-seal-standards/development
https://forms.zohopublic.com/greenseal/form/TrashBagStandardGS60/formperma/B3-HkduFcu-qGshEzHYWsKTUqW8qaT_rHnObdEub0C8

